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Beijing 2008

Bridge Olympiad, the semi- inals
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Brian Senior: It can indeed, but is the style described on their cc (the 
answer is, I believe, no), or do they perhaps alert when an overcall occurs? 
Surely any pair who play in such a non-standard manner must work hard to 
give adequate disclosure.
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Brian Senior: One bene it of this agreement would be that a jump to 
2NT could now be speci ically a limit raise to 3M, rather than a constructive 
raise to �at least 3M�, as in basic methods.
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Brian Senior: Personally, I would prefer to open 3  and to hell with it, 
even if I am stronger than I might be.
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Brian Senior: Leaping Michaels has the bene it of showing both suits but 
is very committal. Say that we play a style where the 4 /  overcall promises 
a decent amount of high-card strength.  It is easy to agree something like, 
�With 5-5-2-1 hands a minimum is something like AQJxx twice, or perhaps 
only AQxxx twice�. But actually, unless we are wedded to the idea of showing 
both suits at all costs, should it not depend on which major has been opened 
against us?

Over a 2  opening, we may as well stretch to bid 4 /  to show the shape, 
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because the alternative is 3 , which is also pretty committal and dangerous 
and leaves little space for exploration, but over a 2  opening we have the 
option of a simple 2  overcall, over which there is a fair amount of space to 
explore. We can, for example, make an invitational raise, something which 
is unavailable facing a 3  overcall of 2 .

So I would suggest that: 
 AQxxx  xx  x  AQxxx 

is a 2  overcall of a 2  opening, but 
 xx  AQxxx  x  AQxxx 

might as well be a 4  overcall of a 2  opening.


